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A NEW ERA FOR 
URBAN GREENING
(A TIME OF UNREST?)



• Reappreciation of Nearby Nature and Re-
entanglement

• Green infrastructure for climate change 
adaptation and mitigation.

• Mainstreaming of urban nature – and 
Nature-Based Thinking.

• Need for good governance and leadership 
(and education & training).

How Can We Capitalize on These?

We are living in a world of change and unrest.
Grand challenges such as climate change, water 
scarcity, biodiversity loss, health challenge, poverty.
Immediate challenges such as Covid-19, extreme 
weather events, conflicts.

What Are the Latest Trends?







Source: Barcelona City Hall



LOOKING FOR NEW 
(GREEN) PLANNING 
STANDARDS



Vision and Principles

Enhancing Nordic leadership in urban green space 
planning and management – fostering the Nordic 
Green City of the Future 

This is done by working with the principles of:

• Proximity (including visibility)

• Connectivity

• Diversity

• Equity





3:30:300 TREES!















MORE NATURE-BASED 
STEWARDSHIP



Embodying a broader mindset that works in a cyclical 
way across sectors, disciplines, and levels of 
governance.

Make space for nature also in the densest of urban 
areas.

Not only implementing NBS over conventional 
infrastructure with desired and set outcomes in mind, 
but also allowing for less predictable benefits and 
experiments to discover them in a long term 
perspective.

Nature Based Thinking

Randrup et al. (2020)





https://issuu.com/bouwkunst/docs/trees_first_jfg_a4_191028 / J-F Gauthier



“we define local environmental 
stewardship as the actions taken by 
individuals, groups or networks of actors, 
with various motivations and levels of 
capacity, to protect, care for or responsibly 
use the environment in pursuit of 
environmental and/or social outcomes in 
diverse social–ecological contexts.”



https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/STEW-MAP/



Place Keeping
• Just MAKING a place is not enough to ensure longer-term sustainability, 

use, success – place also has to be MAINTAINED / KEPT

• The concept of ‘place-keeping’: first coined by Wild et al. (2008)

• Long-term management which ensures that the social, environmental 

and economic quality and benefits the place brings can be enjoyed by 
future generations

Source: Dempsey & Burton (2012)



Urban Groves

Streetwoods
Upcoming book: Rethinking 
Urban Green Space



• Times of unrest - but exciting times for urban green 
spaces and trees

• Case for evidence-based standards and guidelines for 
planning – see the case of 3:30:300

• Green infrastructure should be seen as critical 
infrastructure

• Need for more nature-based stewardship and place 
keeping – e.g. through urban groves and streetwoods


